
your suggestion that regular troops trained to

fight conventional battles could wage a suc-

cessful guerrilla campaign. Our men simply

are not prepared to do battle in this new kind

of war you have described. Furthermore, I

fear that spreading them over great distances

will give the French the opportunity to defeat

each segment of our army in detail.”

Alexander Mackenzie rises and addresses

the group. “Although I, too, was at first

shocked at the thought of a guerrilla war,

upon further contemplation, I am inclined to

support it. I believe our soldiers will prove

more adaptable than Lord Paget presumes –

God knows most of them were quite adept at

causing mayhem and mischief as civilians

back in England before army recruiters got

their hands on them! Under this plan, we can

turn them loose on nearly all of northwestern

Spain, magnifying our army’s impact across a

huge geographical area.”

Loath to concede the argument, Lord

Paget retorts,“And how, may I ask, will our lo-

gisticians support our troops over such grand

distances? The Spanish guerrillas presumably

operate from their homes, receiving help from

their fellow countrymen. Can our men do the

same? I think not. Furthermore, we risk the

chance that our Spanish allies will see thou-

sands of redcoated Britons scattered across

their land as merely another occupying force.”

Course of Action Three: 

FIGHTING WITHDRAWAL

TO CORUNNA

“Interesting points to consider,” you say,

“but please listen to one more possible course

of action. This one involves conducting a

le         part of the dispensable force of this country. It is, in fact, the British army.” ]

READER SOLUTION
Commander, you have various options to
consider for this mission. Check the box
next to the course of action you choose and
draw your solution on the map. Explain your solution in 
the space provided (200 words max). You can also download 
a PDF of the CDG map at www.armchairgeneral.com/cdg.

Select your preferred course of action.

®

COA 1: BATTLE AT ASTORGA
Wage a major battle at Astorga, pitting British army against
main French forces.
COA 2: GUERRILLA CAMPAIGN
Divide British army into smaller elements and spread out to
wage a guerrilla campaign.
COA 3: FIGHTING WITHDRAWAL TO CORUNNA
Retreat to British fleet at Corunna while battling French 
pursuers at key points.
OTHER COA: 
You have an alternative course of action in mind.
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Fighting Napoleon’s
Armies in Spain, 1808

You Command!

January 1809. Conducting a fighting withdrawal to the port of Corunna might be the best way 

to save Britain’s only field army to fight another day.
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NAME _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STATE_______________________________________________________________________________________ ZIP___________________________________

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your concept of the operation (200 words max):
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
.............................................................................................
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.............................................................................................
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.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................
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.............................................................................................
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IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: Detach and mail your completed Reader 
Solution to: ARMCHAIR GENERAL, CDG #30, 3835-R E. Thousand Oaks
Blvd. #192, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. Or e-mail your solution to
cdg@armchairgeneral.com or fax it to (805)372-7454. You can also

download a PDF of the CDG map at www.armchairgeneral.com/cdg.

In order to be considered for publication, your solution must be received

by December 26, 2008. Winning solutions will be printed in the May
2009 issue. Winners will receive a copy of The History Channel’s game
Civil War Secret Missions by Activision.

All materials submitted become the sole property of Armchair General and cannot be returned.
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Marshal Soult’s French II Corp soldiers exhibit a mastery of the battlefield skills          ne[

N
apoleonic battles were fought using a more

flexible and dynamic variation of the linear

tactics that had characterized warfare in the

17th and 18th centuries (and whose most successful

practitioner was Prussia’s Frederick the Great, 1712-

86). In linear tactics, well-drilled, highly disciplined

soldiers (Frederick called them “walking muskets”) executed in-

tricate maneuvers intended to place their ranks in an advanta-

geous position in proximity to the enemy. When within musket

range (usually about 75 yards), opposing lines of tightly packed

infantrymen delivered devastating volleys of musket fire until

one side was able to win the day with a spirited bayonet attack.

By Napoleon’s time (he gained prominence in 1796), and

partly as a result of the inexperience of the mass-conscripted

soldiers in France’s untrained early revolutionary armies,

changes to the previous era’s linear tactics produced more

adaptable and responsive formations. Swarms of skirmishers

(sharpshooters acting independently in front of the regular in-

fantry formations’ main line) disrupted their rivals by targeting

enemy officers and NCOs and by maintaining constant fire

against the opposing ranks. While the line formation (ranks of

soldiers formed parallel to the enemy line) was most often used

to defend against an enemy assault, the column formation

(densely packed files of soldiers approaching perpendicular to

the enemy line) permitted commanders to concentrate their

combat power against a chosen point of attack. To further “soft-

en up” the enemy line and facilitate a breakthrough, mobile ar-

tillery was deployed to the front ranks to deliver concentrated

firepower at the decisive point. Once skirmishers and artillery

weakened the enemy line, the main infantry force (aligned in a

dense, powerful column and often supported by a massed caval-

ry formation) rushed forward to shatter it. After a breakthrough

had been accomplished, the infantry and cavalry swung right or

left to roll up the enemy’s flanks.

Napoleonic Tactics

80

June 18, 1815. Napoleon’s troops in action against the British at Waterloo.
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