
prise factor of a night attack.”

Captain Taylor, A Company’s command-

er, speaks first. “Colonel, a night attack is one

of the most difficult tactical maneuvers to

successfully pull off. Tank-infantry coordina-

tion and artillery spotting are hard enough in

daylight, now this plan adds the further

problem of attacking with our infiltration

platoons sitting somewhere to our front. We

risk losing more of our men to friendly fire

than to Japanese bullets.”

“Wait a minute,” interjects Captain Ben-

son, commander of B Company. “A night at-

tack might help level the playing field. The

Japanese bunkers are nearly invisible until

our troops are right on top of them, so by at-

tacking in the dark, we will even the odds be-

cause we will be invisible to the Japanese.”

Course of Action Two: 

BEACH FLANK ATTACK

“The second course of action,” you con-

tinue, “is a daylight attack to outflank the

Japanese defenses by moving along the beach

that runs east-northeast behind the enemy’s

main line. Companies A and B will hug the

coast and go around the left flank of the

Japanese to secure the beach west of the plan-

tation. Meanwhile, C and D companies, sup-

ported by the tank and Bren carrier platoons,

will execute a diversionary attack all along the

enemy front. Once A and B companies have

seized their objective, artillery and mortars

will lay down a barrage, and all four compa-

nies will launch a general assault toward the

old airfield, where they will link up. By this

time, the Japanese defensive line will be frag-

mented and we can mop up the individual

positions with concentric attacks and work

our way toward the new airfield. Artillery and

mortars will lend fire support as needed.”

“As you know, Colonel,” Captain Taylor

declares, “what passes for ‘beaches’ in this

hellhole are actually scattered patches of

sand a few yards wide separating surf and

jungle. As I understand from looking at the

map, you expect my company and Benson’s

outfit to cross approximately 12 miles of such

bloody awful coastal morass to reach the

beach west of the plantation – and then fight

a pitched battle once we finally straggle into

position. Frankly, sir, I think we’ll be lucky to

get half our men through that muck and in

an attack position in one day.”

“I think you need to look a little more

closely at the map, mate,” Benson quips.

“Three-quarters of that distance runs along

the plantation, not through dense jungle.

Since the plantation is mostly cleared land –

there’s even a small coastal track through part

of it – the going won’t be as rough as you fear.”

Course of Action Three: 

BATTALION FRONTAL ATTACK

“My final course of action,” you offer, “is a

frontal assault on the enemy line by all four of

our companies simultaneously. Artillery and

mortars will lay down a pre-attack barrage

and then offer support as needed. We’ll dis-

tribute the Stuart tanks and Bren carriers so

that each company has at least some armored

support. Then from our right flank, A and B

“This mission comes straight from the top, Clem,” your brigade commander 
had said, “and you have only 24 hours to accomplish it.”[ ]

READER SOLUTION
Commander, you have various options to con-
sider for this mission. Check the box next to the
course of action you choose and draw your solu-
tion on the map. Explain your solution in the space
provided (200 words max). You can also download a
PDF of the CDG map at www.armchairgeneral.com/cdg.

Select your preferred course of action.

®

COA 1: NIGHT INFILTRATION ATTACK
Launch nighttime attack, supported by four infiltration 
platoons in enemy rear area. 
COA 2: BEACH FLANK ATTACK
Launch daytime attack, sending two companies around 
Japanese flank along the coast.
COA 3: BATTALION FRONTAL ATTACK
Launch daytime frontal attack with all four infantry 
companies simultaneously. 
OTHER COA: 
You have an alternative course of action in mind.
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Sturdy, ingeniously camouflaged coconut log bunkers are cleverly sited 
to provide interlocking fields of fire, and each bunker 

is supported by snipers and individual fighting positions.[ ]

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STATE_______________________________________________________________________________________ ZIP___________________________________

E-MAIL _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your concept of the operation (200 words max):
.............................................................................................
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IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: Detach and mail your completed Reader 
Solution to: ARMCHAIR GENERAL, CDG #29, 3835-R E. Thousand Oaks
Blvd. #192, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362. Or e-mail your solution to
cdg@armchairgeneral.com or fax it to (805)372-7454. You can also

download a PDF of the CDG map at www.armchairgeneral.com/cdg.

In order to be considered for publication, your solution must be received

by October 31, 2008. Winning solutions will be printed in the March
2009 issue. Winners will receive a copy of the book Nathanael Greene by
Gerald M. Carbone, published by Palgrave MacMillan.

All materials submitted become the sole property of Armchair General and cannot be returned.
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A
llied troops fighting in the Pacific Theater discovered that their

Japanese opponents were masters at creating formidable field

fortifications and cleverly integrating local materials into their de-

fensive works when concrete and steel were unavailable. In New

Guinea, Australian and American troops faced Japanese bunkers

constructed of coconut logs that were eight or more inches thick

and surprisingly resilient to artillery and tank fire. When covered

with layers of earth, the bunkers were nearly impervious to all but

direct hits at point-blank range – and even that did not guarantee

their destruction. Carefully camouflaged with tropical foliage, well

sited to take maximum advantage of the surrounding terrain, and

supported by snipers and individual infantry fighting po-

sitions, the Japanese bunkers were in effect “jungle

fortresses” that blocked Allied advances.

During combat, the Allies found that they had to take the

bunkers one at a time through infantry assaults. That time-con-

suming and costly method meant soldiers had to brave heavy, in-

terlocking enemy fire as they closed on each position using fire

and maneuver tactics. While tank support helped the infantry-

men get near the bunkers, tanks alone usually were not enough.

The surviving attackers had to finish off the bunkers with

grenades, flamethrowers and small-arms fire. Since the Japanese

defenders preferred to fight to the death rather than surrender,

Allied casualties were horrendous.

Buna’s defenses were greatly strengthened by the use of

fortified bunkers built with coconut logs and concealed by

tall grass and tropical foliage. Virtually invisible to attackers

and highly resistant to artillery and tank rounds, the bunkers

provided interlocking fields of fire and were supported by

snipers and individual fighting positions. Most Japanese

bunkers had to be taken with grenades and small-arms fire.

Japanese Defenses
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